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Nice to know…
• Offered over 70 children initial assessments last half-term 

(Jan/Feb). Note: these are now held in clinic. Currently 9 – 12 

month wait for assessment. A further ~80 allocated for next term.

• Have welcomed new staff into the team; Danae & Georgia, 

although Ellie will sadly be leaving. Bethany back off maternity 

leave – steps back in as school-age team manager.

• Universal training packages scheduled to run x1 each half-term –

next dates can be booked here: 

https://outlook.office.com/book/SALTSchoolAgeTraining@cpft.on

microsoft.com/

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.office.com%2Fbook%2FSALTSchoolAgeTraining%40cpft.onmicrosoft.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.OSullivan%40cpft.nhs.uk%7C04c8bf19b054471b8b6808de6fa64982%7Cd884ae6432b14130a4494aa655c9a330%7C0%7C0%7C639070957180171079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8aa6htTqtoNgz7v50vQ8qAIYJ2%2FblQBQGcT%2FwE1BWeI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.office.com%2Fbook%2FSALTSchoolAgeTraining%40cpft.onmicrosoft.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.OSullivan%40cpft.nhs.uk%7C04c8bf19b054471b8b6808de6fa64982%7Cd884ae6432b14130a4494aa655c9a330%7C0%7C0%7C639070957180171079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8aa6htTqtoNgz7v50vQ8qAIYJ2%2FblQBQGcT%2FwE1BWeI%3D&reserved=0


Speech Sound Therapy Update
To take effect from April 26:

- Children will be offered a block of weekly therapy 

sessions across 1 academic term (~8 sessions). This will 

replace the current x2/session per half-term ongoing.

- Weekly sessions either with a SaLT or SaLTAP based on 

clinical need.

- TA support: x3/week (x1 with Therapist, x2 with child) –

same TA



Speech Sound Therapy Update cont.

- Clear targets will be set at the beginning of the block

- Child’s episode of care will be closed at the end of the block to 

allow time for consolidation & generalisation. An ‘end of block’ 

letter will be provided with target progress and next steps for 

school/parents.

- If concerns remain after a term of care being closed, school can 

re-refer using a ‘further episode of care for speech’ form. 

- School can also discuss the child at any time in their planning 

meeting.



Reasons for change

1. In line with the current evidence base for speech sound 

therapy as per tRCSLT guidance – therefore improves 

efficacy

2. Improve the journey for the child – focused period of 

‘learning’ time followed by time to implement the changes

3. Ensures ‘right time’ for the child

4. Hopefully improve time for schools – fewer children to 

focus on at one time



Reasons for change cont.

5. Improve flow through the speech and language therapy 

service and therefore should support reduction in waits for 

assessment.

We appreciate there may be waits to begin with as we change onto 

the new pathway. Please note we will also be collecting data to 

measure the outcomes of the changes and tweak accordingly.



➢Access our toolkit: Speech and Language Therapy Toolkit | CPFT 

NHS Trust

➢Review our group intervention packs: Training for Professionals -

Children's Speech and Language Therapy | CPFT NHS Trust

➢Contact your Link Therapist for any questions/queries via the 

service email address: cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net

Key reminders

https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-toolkit
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-toolkit
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-training
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-training
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-language-therapy-training
mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
mailto:cpm-tr.SLTmailforparents@nhs.net
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