
Speech and Language Therapy Service 

Update

SEND Forum – October 2023



Covering:
- Pre-schools
- Schools
- Secondary
- Special Schools
- PRUs
- Pre-school ASD including 

assessment
- Specialist Speech
- Specialist Stammering
- Dysphagia
- Deafness
- Voice



Key changes:

Referrals

- Screens now include a scoring section and ideas of what you can do to support – can be 

used with any child you are concerned about.

- All schools will have an allocated Link Therapist (some schools may have a ‘temporary’ 

link whilst recruitment is ongoing) and can have a termly link meeting to discuss how 

SLCN support is going in your school. Please also use this meeting to discuss any 

children you are unsure about referring to reduce referrals made into the service.

- Owl centre supporting speech sound therapy.

Waiting Times: 12 – 15 months – next half-term will be seeing children referred up until end 

of Oct 22. 



See the flowchart in the RFI Guidance 

for SENCos 2023 document: 

https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download.cfm?

doc=docm93jijm4n7535.pdf&ver=1085
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New EYFS children
• Environment -

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/media/3245/communication_friendly_environments_checklist_updat

ed.pdf 

• Early language strategies (see our Let’s Start Talking Webinar - https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/speech-and-

language-therapy-late-talkers ). Consider implementing Colourful Semantics as a whole class 

approach.

• Communication & interaction: Intensive Interaction, People Games, Creating Opportunities for 

communication, support understanding (objects or reference or pictures). See our Early 

Communication section on our website’s toolkit

• EAL: https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/media/1790/supporting-children-learning-english-as-an-

additional-language.pdf 

• Speech – listening activities. Use speech screen and resources on our toolkit and/or Twinkl to support.
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