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2 Childcare in England

There is childcare available for children aged from birth to five years and for school
aged children.

It is regulated and inspected by Ofsted. You can find information about Ofsted
inspection results online https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
The Ofsted gradings are: Outstanding, Good, Requires Improvement and Inadequate.

There are several different types of childcare to suit a variety of needs.

From birth to five:

*  Childminders

« Day Nurseries

e Private Nursery Schools

*  Pre-schools and Playgroups

*  Local authority nursery schools and classes
* Independent schools

¢ Nannies

For school aged children:

*  Breakfast clubs

*  After school clubs
*  Holiday clubs

e Childminders

Find childcare in your area: https://lwww.gov.uk/find-free-early-education
Choosing childcare

Things to check:

*  The hours that childcare providers can provide childcare
*  The hourly, daily, and/or weekly cost

+ If they have a place available for your child

Visit and see!

It's a good idea to visit several providers you like and ask questions in person about the
childcare provided. It might help to take a friend and/or your child on the visits to help
you decide.
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il of iy 3l ALy Questions you can ask:
Seliling Jiba oS TJUL Cpilasall i le o *  What is the ratio of staff to children? How many children do you care for?
o iy i A sale +  What qualifications and/or experience do you have?
€ A1 UL 5 il s e Ly (f i€y o€ s e sl s Le *  What are the daily routines and how can you incorporate my child’s and other
) ¢ ik e Jssmsall Cilapall () Ss (3a @ children’s routines?
kY @ sl dallas Jpa Sl o *  Who would be my child’s Key Worker?

il ol e s O 5 Sl (UL ilin Lo il s i) cibin ) Sf cilin sl (555 08 o *  What are your policies on managing children’s behaviour?
T ) Ghdlin) 4S5 3a Ja ‘muy I du; o i o * Do you provide meals, snacks, nappies, etc. or will | need to provide them? Is this
o ’ ' T included in the price or an additional cost?
el st o oSl A 5y Things to look out for:
« Trained and experienced staff, ready to learn and respond to your child’s individual
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e needs
farse ¢y s g (pali pe (K1 cpal adia Jidal )
e e fuﬁ’: "’JM . : +  Busy but relaxed children who seem happy
A el Yl ra gag s je— gl Sa e ) . . . .
i L) déld\ sl i « Al s, @ » Safe and clean premises - welcoming and friendly with outside play space
A8l 4 48 ) e I o su di‘ Jly) uﬂc ) ju&}‘ G e »  Cultural sensitivity and responsiveness to children’s home life
gl o eyl G;‘A &_\\;jj il el JLY ;m; Sl — a5 S L] L dmies il . e Astaff tggm and group of children who rgflect local ethnic and cultural groups
) JLY) (e 5 alaia) (plels agalil *  Fun activities planned each day - childminders, nurseries and out-of-school clubs
Jax Lega dalyll ¢ gan i gf yadalaia (p i @ all need to plan their days with children’s interests and enthusiasms in mind
Aahlyell pSun i o +  Planned exercise and quiet times to relax are important

*  Abig welcome for you and your child.

D852 58 sk e Bac Lisa 5 JUlaY) dulial dilaall (3 siall (omny @llia oS (JUilaY) dlie Jilde aiai o clile You have to pay for childcare, but there are some free childcare entitlements and financial

(https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk) i sSall JubYl dlie @l LA &85 help available. The government Childcare Choices website
Jlall) Aglie Cadlsty ) sailiad 5 giall sac Lol 5 (3 séall oda (e Cila glas https://lwww.childcarechoices.gov.uk provides details of the entitlements and help

available to support families with the cost of childcare:
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* 15 hours for eligible two-year-olds

* 15 hours for all three and four-year-olds

* 30 hours extended entitlement for eligible three and four-year-olds

* Tax Free Childcare

*  Tax credits for childcare

*  Universal credit for childcare

*  Childcare vouchers through your employer (open to new applicants until October 2018)
e Support while you study
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- You can check what help you could get with childcare costs and find out which
(https:/lwww.gov.uk/childcare-calculator) ;i éladii <) LAt (4

options work best for you financially https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
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15 hours free childcare

Age 2

*  For families in England receiving some forms of support

e From 1 January, 1 April or 1 September following your child’s 2nd birthday

*  You must apply to your local council https://lwww.gov.uk/find-local-council

» If eligible, you're entitled to 570 hours of free childcare a year to use flexibly. This is
commonly taken as 15 hours each week over 38 weeks of the year (term-time) or
approximately 11 hours each week of the year.

Age 3 &4

*  Universal entitlement - for all families in England

e From 1 January, 1 April or 1 September following your child’s 3rd birthday

*  No application required

*  You are entitled to 570 hours of free childcare a year to use flexibly. This is
commonly taken as 15 hours each week over 38 weeks of the year (term-time) or
approximately 11 hours each week of the year.

30 hours free childcare

Age 3 &4

*  For working families in England

e From 1 January, 1 April or 1 September following your child’s 3rd birthday until your
child starts school

* Anextra 570 hours of free childcare a year to use flexibly in additional to the
Universal entitlement (1,140 hours total).

*  This is commonly taken as 30 hours each week over 38 weeks of the year (term-
time) or approximately 22 hours each week of the year.

30 hours

15 hours 15 hours FREE

Universal entitlement Extended entitlement
for all 3 & 4 year olds for working familes

No application required Application required
570 hours per year 570 hours per year

childcare

(1,140 hours
per year)
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Agilaadl JULY) 4l (e dele Yo e Jsanll Wl 2085 o Cny @ *  You must apply for 30 hours free childcare

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/ https://lwww.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/
free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
Gldlal) il dgiey 353 2 55 «  There are application deadlines in place:

If you want your child

i e | T AT AT | e g g 1% hetwoan: | pince rom ARG pofore: | 1o Start30 hours fee
bt | T okt 7Y () ol 1 April to 31 August 31 August 1 September
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ook ¥ ook YY) ey ! Seg;ecrg:%retf 31 31 December 1 January
35 ol Alae QUi Al Aol () O (S ) ALLAN A e Jpemall ) als cllils (IS 1Y) @ 1 January to 31 March 31 March 1 April
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« If your child is already accessing their universal entitlement, 30 hours free childcare
P I N - P IR LR el 5 gl Al 5 ge g a1 cllall cannot begin until the period following successful application:
— . O e & jleall g il

) ) Application made and code issued Earliest start date
e okt 1YY N o)) by HMRC between: for 30 hours:

) s T G i) 1 April to 31 August 1 September
i) woobe VY
1 September to 31 December 1 January
Ul Alie 5 sal 1a daxt o dlile Cany 2851 e Gall ey e Joaatis cclalily) o 1 January to 31 March 1 April

iy ysed VIS JUlY) Ale Glas L Jaus o elile Cany dilae Jlikal dlic delu ¥o e Llisll o
(https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account) ‘isssa clila slxa ¢ » If you are eligible, you will receive an 11-digit code. You must give this to your
childcare provider.

»  To keep your 30 hours free childcare, you must sign into your childcare account
every three months and confirm your details are up to date
https://www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account
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Ay a9 Jikf dglie Tax Free Childcare

e Ll i o iy ¢ (0 smal) JUBSUNY 1) VY s 50 JUilal il g Jam cuS 1) @ » If you are a working parent with children under 12 (or 17 for disabled children), you
oo JULY iie. i pe il i) can open an online account to pay for registered childcare.

ia Y Sl Coamian cdmd dia A OS] ¢ e cand Le Lo 530 3 FasSall Cinais; @ *  The government will top-up the money you pay in, for example, for every £8.00 you

pay in, the government will add an extra £2.00.

Wik JS T £ e daan of ey e il ol IS 1Y) ik SV ol e dumni o ey 0 *  You can receive up to £2,000 per child. If you have a disabled child you can receive
up to £4,000 per child.
oY) e A sy Jukl Al (il a3 of dlle g o
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/tax-free-childcare
Agilae JUiki dlie delu ¥ o J peanlldy a3 A1 €8 ) iy callall a3 ) eliSay

*  You must apply online for Tax Free Childcare
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/tax-free-childcare.
You can apply at the same time as applying for 30 hours free childcare.

dpaal) gy Starting school

« All children in England are offered a place at school from the September following
the child’s 4th birthday.

LJadall I 2Dl due day jadisn (e Jaeia | yila) 8 Jila JS1 angy
(k] el Dl gl 33U Jucail) 3 L 88 A jaal) | glany o JakY) JS e cany @
https:/MWww.gov.uk/find-local-council (e sl sl s dulad daldl Ak 05 o lle Cay @ * Al children must legally be in school the term following the child’s 5th birthday.

*  You must apply to your local council by the deadline
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council
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